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To: USDA

From: Shelton Land Conservation Trust

Date: October 1, 2005

Re: Farm Bill; Invasive Plant Funding

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Shelton Land Conservation Trust I write to
express the Trust's comments and concerns about the benefits funding provides for
education and management of invasive plant species. We are in full support of any funding
for education, research, management, and control programs for invasive plant species.

Our organization realized the need to learn about and manage invasive plants in the fall of
2003 after a work party at our Nicholdale Farm parcel. That day a few of our members
noticed that our parcel was being taken over by a variety of plants. While some of our
members had previous experience with identifying and the removal of invasive plants we
realized that we needed to find someone to help with the identification of what was taking
over the fields and woodlands.

In early spring of 2004 we met with a USDA representative, who helped identify a number
of invasive plants on the parcel and gave us some management and restoration tips. This
resulted in a voluntary commitment to slowly combat the identified plants. As we
continued to educate ourselves we became familiar with the Connecticut Invasive Plant
Working Group and others that were able to help with identification, management and
control.

While a great amount of clearing of multiflora rose, autumn olive, and oriental bittersweet
was conducted by volunteers, we realized that there was a need for some larger equipment
to help with the clearing and allow for better use of volunteer labor. In early 2005 the trust
was awarded funding from the Iroquois Gas Transmission System LEAF Grant to bring in
some specialized equipment and expand our invasive plant management goals. A
recommendation from Troquois for long term invasive plant management and maintenance
led to the Trust's application for WHIP funding, resulting in another success with our
invasive plant management program. WHIP has enabled us to continue our efforts with
invasive plant removal and the development of a better habitat for various species for years
to come.

SLCT - Preserving, and maintaining Shelton's natural land resources.



As stewards of the land we know that land often times needs to be maintained for optimum biodiversity.
While a new concept to some, we hope to learn form experts in the field, apply various techniques, and
share our findings with others as we continue to educate ourselves.

Our biggest finding has been that if you cut, pull or remove these plants completely and leave bare soil, a
whole new group of mostly invasive plants often grow in these areas. We believe that the introduction of
non invasive seed mixes and plantings are something that should be considered when any land clearing
or development is done to prevent the opportunistic invasive plants that often grow up when areas are
left to re-grow on their own. In a community of rapid growth and development we can see first hand
results of this minor but important detail. We can only hope that local land use boards, possibly with
USDA's guidance, will see the importance of establishing non invasive plantings in disturbed areas to
help reduce the spread of the plants many are trying to eradicate.

It is great to have the resources available and the financial assistance to help do our part to reduce and
eliminate invasive plants on our parcels. We will continue to reduce the invasive plants on our parcels
and use our experiences to educate others. We hope that one day our organization can be of assistance to
other landowners wishing to better manage their land. Please continue all funding that helps with
invasive plant education and management.

Thank you for considering our concerns.

Sincerely,

Joseph Welsh
President
Shelton Land Conservation Trust

SLCT- Preserving and maintaining Shelton's natural land resources
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